Legal cases that reach trial are a biased subset of underlying disputes. This makes it difficult to study the legal system by observing tried cases. This paper examines the relationship between plaintiff success at pretrial motion and trial stages across many categories of cases. The large, significant positive relationship between plaintiff success rates at these two procedural stages suggests that characteristics of case categories influence outcomes at both stages. Observers of a category of tried cases or cases resolved by motion can make informed judgments about how that category of cases fares at the other procedural stage.
INTRODUCTION
Recent interdisciplinary legal scholarship has explored the relationship between tried disputes and cases resolved at pretrial legal stages. One important result is that tried cases are not a random sample of underlying disputes (Priest and Klein, 1984; Eisenberg, 1989 ). This selectivity, sometimes called the 'selection effect', arises because cases that tend to be clear for either the plaintiff or the defendant under the applicable legal rules settle relatively quickly, leaving only the more difficult cases for trial. One hypothesis of interest to selection effect theorists is whether plaintiffs succeed in 500/o of tried cases (Priest and Klein, 1984; Priest, 1985; Wittman, 1985) . Although this hypothesis can be rejected (Eisenberg, 1990 ), other implications of selection effect theory remain to be explored.
A central point of selection effect theory is that one cannot necessarily draw inferences about the larger legal system from studies of tried cases. This point has been made both with respect to inferences based on tried cases and with respect to inferences based on published opinions (Priest and Klein, 1984; Eisenberg and Schwab, 1989) . For example, if tried cases contain equal victories for plaintiffs and defendants, one cannot conclude that the applicable legal rules are even-handed. Even if the rules heavily favour the plaintiff, the similar trial success rates are consistent with there being many cases in which plaintiffs recover without going to trial.
Selection effect discussions emphasize the relationship between tried cases and the mass of disputes. Many studies of the legal system neglect cases resolved by pretrial motion even though many more cases are resolved by motion than at trial. This paper 
MODEL AND RESULTS
The model tested treats the trial success rate in each case category as a function of the pretrial motion success rate in that category:
where t, is the logit transformation of the plaintiff trial success rate in case category i and mi is the logarithm of the plaintiff pretrial motion success rate. The subscripts range from i = 1 to i = 73 to reflect the different subject matter case categories. 
